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2 ^ The life of the State, and the life of the per-
sons who compose it, influence one another;
there is, as one might say, action and re-action. The
State can do much to form the individual life, to
provide ideals, and to waken responsibilities; and
on the other hand a corrupt State encourages the
citizen to be careless and indifferent in regard to
public affairs. But though they influence one an-
other, the initiative lies with the individual: we
have already seen how the action of philanthropic
individuals has led to the extension of the activities
of State. And hence we may note that, as Mr Roose-
velt has so often insisted, personal character is of
supreme importance as the chief factor in the re-
generation of the community. It is important that
we should to-day consider the influences which may
be brought to bear, for the improvement of the
character of the citizens, and for the cultivation of
good citizenship.

II.    THE INFLUENCE OF THE STATE ON
'PERSONAL CHARACTER

o The State cannot of course actually promote
the personal moral life: the initiative must lie
with the individual, and it is impossible to make
men moral by act of parliament1. But the State
can afford opportunities which facilitate the duteous
action of the individual and render it easier

1 T. H. Green, Principles of Political Obligation, p. 37.
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